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BEGINS ON PAGE 4

A stained glass artisan in Winona, MN carefully draws St. John Henry Newman, one of the four saints
chosen by Duke students for the stained glass windows in the renovated Falcone-Arena House Chapel.
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LETTER FROM FR. MIKE

F

or anyone who has ever

Not only does the space speak of

considered a home improvement

Jesus, but we get to speak of Jesus with

project or built a structure more

more students who now come to the

lasting than a sand castle, there is a mix

FAH. The Beverly Martin Lounge sees

of excitement and trepidation when

students curled up on a sofa on a Zoom

the first shovel, hammer, or bulldozer

call (or is that a Netflix binge???), and

scrapes the surface. That was the feeling

the outdoor deck has the appeal of

on September 14, 2020 as a backhoe

an open air restaurant in downtown

ripped the deck from the rear of the

Durham. The Cutcliffe Family Music

Falcone-Arena House (FAH). Eleven

Room finally affords our music ministry

months later, we were moving back
into a new and improved facility that
will hopefully serve students’ needs for
years to come.
While there are no buried mistakes,
there are some vines planted (in the
Our Lady Undoer of Knots Grotto) that
will enhance the beauty of the work,
which could not have happened without

“A DOCTOR
CAN BURY HIS
MISTAKES, BUT AN
ARCHITECT CAN
ONLY ADVISE HIS
CLIENTS TO
PLANT VINES.”

ample space to rehearse and gather to

– Frank Lloyd Wright

St. Francis himself. In his Testament,

so many talented and giving people.
From start to finish, this was a labor of

sign the praises of God. These rooms
and the furnishings in them were
inspired by so many students whose
input over the last three years was
definitely heard.
But the voice that was most noticed
came in the inspiration of the Chapel
from the poor man of Assisi—
he admonished the friars with these

trust in the ever-growing work of the Holy Spirit on Duke’s

words: “I want to have these most holy mysteries [the

campus. The design and construction process was at times

sacraments] honored and venerated above all things and I

challenging, but never did I question if it was an important

want to reserve them in precious places.” Designing a DCC

next step in the growth of our ministry.

Chapel and the Our Lady Undoer of Knots Grotto that
would invite students in to be with the Lord was, for me, a

The involvement of students in some of the artistic

special grace. Seeing students in each of these spaces now

selections as well as what they were telling us would be a

makes my heart sing God’s praise knowing that God speaks

draw to the space, made the process a collaboration worthy

to our hearts through art, architecture, beauty, and most

of the name. One of the main new features of the FAH is

uniquely, in silence before the Blessed Sacrament. It is

The Gehan Family Study, an idea born from students so

such a blessing all that you have offered to our students by

frequently stating that finding comfortable study space on

helping us to bring this dream into reality.

campus is difficult. Seeing students in The Gehan Family
Study now at all hours of the day and night allows our

While there are a few do-overs that I might like to have,

students leaders and staff to then engage new students

the finished “bigger and better than ever” FAH is living

during study breaks and in informal conversations that

into its dream. May the Holy Spirit, who initiates all good

have far deeper meaning than a Physics equation or a

work, bring many students to come and enjoy the space,

PoliSci paper.

vines and all!
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Undergraduate students cooking up a homemade breakfast for their homeless neighbors.

THE ENCOUNTER TEAM:

Breakfasts with our Neighbors

S

ervice to others in
our community is an
important part of our
Catholic faith, and this
semester, Duke Catholic
students have focused on
the issue of food injustice in
Durham through the DCC’s
Encounter program.

The Encounter program—a
DCC service and social justice
initiative to answer God’s call to
serve those in need—volunteers each week to provide meals
and break bread with individuals experiencing homelessness
at a church just off Duke’s East Campus.
The simple act of sharing a meal with neighbors has allowed
students to serve outside the insular comforts of campus
life and to have enlightening conversations that go beyond
the scope of many other volunteer opportunities students

have previously experienced. These meals are not only a
blessing for those currently experiencing homelessness, but
members of the community also share wisdom and stories
with Catholic students.
“Listening to our neighbors—whether we talk about our
faith, family, or just sports—has given
me greater perspective on life and
made many worries seem small,”
said Natalie Kubicki ’23. “Their joy
in talking with us despite their many
hardships is so amazing, and I have
gained so much from seeing their
smiles and the meaningful
conversations we have together.”
The impact of these conversations is
not limited to the weekly breakfasts,
as students have applied the
connections and lessons learned throughout their lives.
“One of the most meaningful experiences from this
opportunity was when I recognized one of our neighbors in
the community and he went out of his way to say hello and
catch up with me,” said first-year Ian Bailey. “I realized
how this program really goes beyond Monday morning
breakfasts to build meaningful relationships with the
community around us each day.” Space to really listen to
what God is saying to me.”
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IF YOU BUILD IT

Need and Vision

In the last 15 years since the Duke Catholic Center first opened the doors
of the Falcone-Arena House (FAH), the building has been the hub of
Catholic life at Duke. In the last 5-7 years, the facilities had become too
small and inadequate thanks to a boom in student involvement in their
own faith lives and in the life of the Catholic community on campus.
Expanding DCC facilities became an urgent priority.
Continued on the next page
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Continued from the previous page

hat started out as a small “moving walls”
project to expand worship space, turned into
a full renovation and addition thanks to the
vision of the Duke Catholic Center Advisory
Board and local Durham architects Ellen
Cassilly Architects. When the Duke Catholic Center Advisory
Board approved the $2.2M renovation in February of 2020,
nobody could have predicted what was about to transpire
around the world. But not only did Catholic Center donors
allow the Center to raise the necessary funds needed for the
renovation during a worldwide pandemic, but the renovation
began on time during the pandemic year when no in-person
events could have occurred in the building anyway. The Holy
Spirit was always leading the way!

Students gather in the new Falcone-Arena House chapel for a special Mass.

students,” said Eric Johannssen ’24. “But the FAH has changed
that dramatically for me this year. I feel so much more
connected to Catholic community with this new space.”
The key areas of ministry transformation through this new
space have been outreach, worship, and music.

Outreach Through Study
No longer rolling pianos from room to room or cramming into small offices, the
Cutcliffe Music Room has been a game changer for DCC musicians and singers.

Student outreach has been impacted by the renovated Great
Room, expanded deck, the Beverly Martin Lounge, and the
brand new Gehan Family Study. The Gehan Family Study in
particular, is a key feature in the renovated building. Because
study spaces on campus are often busy and difficult to find
unoccupied, the Gehan Family Study acts as a magnet for

Opening Wide the Doors

With the renovation complete, the Duke Catholic Center
was excited to open its doors to in-person ministry this year—
literally and figuratively! In August, the newly renovated and
expanded FAH reopened just in time for students’ return to
campus. The impact in the first few months of the ministry has
been meaningful. To say that the renovated facilities have been
a blessing would be an understatement. DCC donors stepped
forward in powerful ways to make the project happen and the
faith lives of hundreds of students are reaping the rewards.
“Last year it was hard to interact in person with other Catholic
For students, the Beverly Martin Lounge is a cozy study space, the perfect spot
to watch a Duke basketball game, and the best place to host a small group.

Undergraduate and graduate students can be found in the Gehan Family
Study at all hours of the day.

students looking for a beautiful and quiet place to complete
their classwork. Outside the Study is a coffee and snack bar for
any late night (or any time of day) refueling needs. The space
encourages students to visit the FAH regularly and engage
the ministry through their studies. While they are at the FAH,
they stop in the Chapel to pray and find peace in the presence
of Jesus, or take a study break in the Great Room where they
meet and form community with other Catholics. The DCC has
been planning regular study breaks at the FAH with Cookout
runs, ice cream, cookies, and more.

Continued on the next page
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Continued from the previous page
has been adorned with altar appointments from local and
international artisans. The latest big event in the new Chapel
was a special Mass in Spanish for Spanish-speaking students
celebrated by Bishop Luis Zarama. The event is highlighted in
this newsletter.

Making Music

The Our Lady Undoer of Knots Grotto is a favorite spot for students.
Here, a group gathered to pray a rosary in Spanish.

One of the last new key areas of the renovated FAH is the
Cutcliffe Music Room. The space has been instrumental in
allowing the Music Ministry to continue to flourish. The ministry
is able to do rehearsals in the soundproofed dedicated music
room almost every day of the week—whether it’s one-on-one
rehearsals with Music Director Andrew Witchger, ensemble

“The FAH study has been a great place to quietly focus and
study,” said Eric. “But at the same time I’ve also found myself
meeting new people in the kitchen, praying in the chapel, and
playing games in the lounge.”

A Place to Worship

The second key feature of the building was the increased
worship space. In the old building, the 15-person Chapel was
standing room only for any Mass and most prayer moments
held in the small room. The new 40-person Chapel and outdoor
Marian grotto dedicated to Our Lady Undoer of Knots provides
enhanced prayer space for all students looking for quiet
moments to spend with God. As the DCC encourages students
to find a relationship with Jesus every day through prayer, these
spaces give students a chance to get to know Jesus in the quiet
of their hearts.
“There’s something about knowing that the Blessed Sacrament
is there,” said Arinze Okafor PhD Cand.’26. “It’s a place for
prayer and something I cherish. Graduate school is always fast
paced. Coming here for events, meetups or prayers, it’s having
that safe space, that quiet space, that makes a difference.”
The Duke Catholic Center has been able to hold Mass,
baptisms, and other prayer moments in the new Chapel which

The Our Lady of the World Wall spotlights eight different Marian devotions
from across the world.

rehearsals with the entire group. The team has also saved
countless hours carting instruments across campus because the
new room is finally big enough to store and rehearse with all the
instruments. This saved time is better focused on ministry with
students and inviting students to worship God through music.

Made Possible by You

The beautiful Falcone-Arena House is back up and running
for Catholic students who are looking to more closely walk
with Christ while they continue through their college journey.
Thanks to all of the wonderful donors who made this possible.

Students and staff have been using the newly expanded deck for dinners, social
events, and student one-on-ones.
.

There are still naming and sponsoring opportunities
available from the $2,500-$250,000 level. All donors to
the project will be recognized in the donor plaque inside the
building. Please contact michelle.sutton@duke.edu
for more information.
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S T U D E N T S

S E E K

Intentional Discipleship

I

n 2014, the Duke Catholic Center began partnering with Evangelical
Catholic to bring students a consistent, personal encounter with Christ in
the Scriptures through weekly small faith sharing groups. As the latest DCC
Annual Report showed, that Small Group ministry is thriving and growing.

Yet these small groups were never meant to be the end of the line. In fact, small
faith sharing groups are simply the “on ramp” for a deeper, richer life of discipleship in Christ. Students experience something new and compelling in their
groups—the person of Jesus alive and calling them to a relationship with him.
This is where the baton is passed from Small Group Leader to DCC staff.
Trained and equipped to walk alongside students in the practices and disciplines of a disciple of Christ, DCC staff meet regularly with Duke Catholic
students who want transformational growth with Jesus. Following a slow,
long-term discipleship plan, staff members meet weekly, bi-weekly, or even
monthly with students depending on each student’s schedule and availability.
“Any time I have one-on-one with a DCC staff person, I always feel like they
are just fully present to me,” said Molly Carson ’23. “It’s so apparent that they
genuinely love God, love their work, and love us, the students. I would not be
plugged into this community without DCC staff members reaching out and
sitting down with me in an intentional way.”
Covering topics and essential building blocks of the life of a disciple, students
dive deeply into the sacramental life of the Church, personal prayer and
praying with Scripture, the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and their
personal call to share the Good News.
“When you’re born into a Catholic family, it’s easy to take things like the Mass
or the Bible for granted,” said Ella Gunady ’23. “We’ve talked about so many
things in my one-on-ones that I’d never thought that deeply about before. I
remember for a while we talked a lot about Mass, in such great detail. Now I
have a much better understanding of all the different parts of Mass. It’s really
helped me pay more attention at Mass now that I can understand why each
word or action is significant.”
Currently, 35 Duke Catholic students are meeting regularly with DCC staff.
They are growing closer to Christ and building essential habits that will follow
them beyond Duke.
“I’m grateful for my weekly one-on-one with Sister Frances because it’s a time
when I can be very real and vulnerable with someone about my faith,” said
Luke Jackson ’22. “Without that regular connection, it’d be so easy to just stay
on the surface level of my faith in college. I really appreciate the concentrated
time to focus on my personal spiritual development. It keeps me accountable
and on track with growing in my prayer and connection to Jesus.”
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FALL AROUND THE CAMPUS

Events at the FA House

1

2

3

4

1. (Left to right) Colby Cheshire ‘24, Clare Sobolewski ‘24, and Anika Augustine ‘22 enjoyed Maple View ice cream as they called and thanked DCC donors
at the annual Thank-a-Thon. 2. (L to R) Olivia Lee ‘25, Molly Carson ‘23, and Haein Kim ‘22 baked up some delicious snacks for one of the many social
events hosted at the FA House this semester. 3. Students get to flex their creativity carving pumpkins at the DCC’s Halloween Bash. 4. From Mario and
Yoshi to Moses and the Red Sea, Catholic students went all out on costumes for the Halloween Bash.
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FALL AROUND THE CAMPUS

1

Ignite Retreat

3

2

5
4

1. 33 first- and second-year Catholic students attended the beginning of the year Ignite retreat, and 15 upperclassmen staffed the retreat. 2. Students
had dedicated time in small groups in order to build deeper relationships while on the retreat. 3. The bonfire with live music and melty s’mores is always
a hit with students! 4. Students pray before the Eucharist during a seaside Holy Hour on the retreat. 5. In between powerful talks and small group
discussions, students enjoy the surf and sand.
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FALL AROUND THE CAMPUS

Mobile Food Pantry

Duke Catholic students have been focusing on food insecurity in Durham this semester. Partnering with the Durham Community Food
Pantry, DCC students and staff have been regularly supplying and staffing a mobile food pantry for families in need.
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B I S H O P Z A R A M A C E L E B R AT E S

SPANISH MASS & DINNER
The Duke Catholic Center
celebrated this year’s National
Hispanic and Latinx Heritage
Month with a Mass in Spanish
given by the Diocese of
Raleigh’s own Bishop Luis
Rafael Zarama, followed by a
dinner of dishes from different
Latin American cultures at the
Falcone-Arena House (FAH).
For students of Latin American backgrounds, this experience made
the Catholic community at Duke feel more like home, as many
students have primarily attended Mass services in Spanish since
they were young at their home parish.
Through Bishop Zarama’s homily, students of all heritages learned
about the importance of the Universal Church and how to pray and
share their faith in another language. For many students, the words
of the bishop, who is originally from
Colombia, spoke to their own lived
experience as Latino Catholics.
“When the Bishop spoke about how
Latin American culture and our
Catholic faith mix together in so
many ways and the importance of
cultural diversity, it felt great to feel
the support of the DCC community
for my identity and roots,” said
Alejandra Mella-Velazquez ’24.

“It was amazing
to see so many
people in the
Catholic community come out for
the Spanish Mass
and Dinner to
create a sense of
belonging for me
and people
like me.”
After Mass, the dinner at the FAH included Spanish rice, frijoles
charros (the bishop’s favorite!), horchata, agua fresca, flan, and tres
leches cake. The meal also provided a platform for students to share
their backgrounds and experiences as Latinx Catholics with their
peers.
“Being able to share Mass in my first language and a meal with
my friends and members of our community made me feel at home
here,” said Jessica Wey ’22. “The DCC honored and listened to our
community by creating this opportunity to celebrate something we
otherwise wouldn’t have at college.”

* We’re grateful to our students, alumni and donors who have shared

with us the language that is most meaningful to them as they consider
their Spanish cultural background and heritage. We choose to honor
all the preferred descriptors by using each of them throughout the
piece. Thank you as always for your feedback and helping us create
content that resonates with you!
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New Staff Added

AS MINISTRY FLOURISHES POST-PANDEMIC

GR AC E

TI M
This past July, the Duke Catholic
Center added two new staff
members to its roster and
repositioned two seasoned staff
members in an effort to reach and
engage more students than ever
before.
Grace Hegarty, a 2014 alumna of
University of Maryland, has joined
the as the Associate Director—a
position that had been vacant since
former Associate Director Fr. Brad
Heckathorne passed away in July
2020—as well as the Director of
Communication.

Having worked in the Church since graduating from UMD, Grace
came to Duke from American University in D.C. where she served as
the Catholic Campus Minister since 2017.
Grace’s new, hybrid role in the DCC will most critically allow DCC
Director Fr. Mike to spend more time ministering one-on-one to
students, and it also brings yet another campus minister with a
passion for evangelization and discipleship mentoring to the
community of Duke Catholic students.
The second new addition, Peer Ministry Coordinator Tim Fasano
joined the DCC team after spending two years with the Franciscan
Friars of Renewal (CFRs) where he received formation in the life and
manner of the Franciscan charism. A 2017 graduate of University of
Dayton (like Sister Frances and Sabina Marroquin!), Tim has great
experience in personal accompaniment and evangelization.

Veteran DCC staffers Emma Miller and MyLan Metzger transitioned
to new roles at the same time that Grace and Tim came aboard.
Bringing her ten years of experience on the DCC ministry team,
Emma has joined Michelle Sutton and George Brunner on the DCC
development team. The new Associate Director of Development,
Emma is based out of White Plains, NY and will oversee regional
advancement opportunities, development communication, and young
alumni outreach.
MyLan Metzger has transitioned
to the DCC’s first ever Director of
Social Justice and Outreach. Recent
national data of young adults and
students’ own shared experiences
have indicated the need for a ministry
position focused on engaging young
Catholics in the Church’s Catholic
Social Teaching. With a passion for
those on the margins—from the
unborn and the elderly, to the
persecuted and hungry—MyLan is
excited to reach more students through initiatives that are
authentically Catholic and speak to the issues on students’ hearts.
These staff changes and additions are already a blessing for Duke
students. Service opportunities are open on a weekly and monthly
basis through MyLan’s new initiatives. Tim is working closely with
student leaders as they grow in discipleship. Grace’s leadership has
allowed Fr. Mike the time to sit on the quad for confessions twice a
week. And Emma’s new location and position will generate new partners for the mission of building the Kingdom at Duke.
Thanks be to God for his continued blessing of Duke Catholic students
and the Duke Catholic Center!
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DUKE CATHOLIC CENTER STAFF
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(919) 684-1882
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Director of Communication
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mylan.metzger@duke.edu
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Director of Music
andrew.witchger@duke.edu
(919) 323-6902

Assistant Director of Development
george.brunner@duke.edu
(919) 684-8959
R U T H A NNE KE NNE DY
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Director of Small Groups
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