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FR. MIKE’S LETTER
“It is a beautiful time of year,
and one that calls for us to appreciate
the goodness of God in our midst.”
Fall on Duke’s campus is a unique time. The weather
can’t decide if it wants to hang on to summer or
relent to the cool of fall. The leaves turn reluctantly
late for many of the northerners who walk these
grounds. New students become veterans very
quickly, and the pace of life quickens to a brisk
sprint for all those who are striving to earn an
undergraduate or graduate/professional degree at
this leading institution of higher learning. And into
that hustle and bustle, the Duke Catholic Center
has provided opportunities for peace and reflection
– it is what Jesus always brings to his disciples.
The presence of the Blessed Sacrament in a
beautiful new tabernacle in Memorial Chapel offers
students (and all Duke Chapel visitors) a place of
quiet with a special and real presence of Jesus.
To walk past Memorial Chapel and see students
sitting in silence before the Lord is a powerful
witness to the desire for the eternal in all of us
amidst the hustle of daily life. The annual
celebration that we plan of “Francis Week” highlights
the poor man of Assisi whose image brings a sense
of simplicity of life that is so needed in a complex
world. St. Francis’ spirit has so much to teach us all!
And a 90 minute reflective stroll through the Nasher
Museum pondering the art and spiritual insights
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of Carlo Dolci was a way to engage another set of
senses that can be dulled in a world that too often
focuses on the bottom line rather than the beauty
of artistic lines drawn with brushes as small as 2 or 3
bristles!
It is a beautiful time of year, and one that calls for
us to appreciate the goodness of God in our midst.
It is a blessing to walk with our students as they
encounter Christ in these ways, and in the more
mundane moments of everyday life: taking an exam,
getting coffee with a friend, texting their mom. The
programming that the DCC offers is less about the
programs themselves, and more about allowing
students to be open to Christ in so many ways each
day as they walk this campus and wherever they will
go beyond this “university in the woods.” May we be
grateful for the ways in which God is at work in their
lives (and in yours and mine as well) such that the
feast of Thanksgiving which we are on the verge of
celebrating will be a testament to God’s bounty seen
in the beauty of art and creation, the wonder of the
Eucharist, and the blessing of holy men and women
of the past and the present.
Fr. Michael T. Martin, OFM Conv.
Duke University Director of Catholic Campus Ministry
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FRANCIS WEEK 2017

Bringing
St. Francis to
the Campus!

I

t is important for Catholics to reflect from time to time on
the holy men and women who came before. For the Duke
Catholic Center, a ministry of the Conventual Franciscans,
St. Francis of Assisi is one such man to whom DCC staff
and students alike often turn for inspiration.
“St. Francis is my favorite example of how powerful living an
authentic Christian life can be,” shared Laura Naslund ’19.
“Francis was not afraid to be a fool for Christ, and he challenges
us to a sort of reckless abandon to the Holy Spirit in spreading
the Good News of Jesus. I am always energized by reflecting on
his life and example.”
Tapping into this desire to better know and reflect on one of
the Church’s most inspiring and influential figures, the DCC
brought his life and teaching to the forefront of campus life by
hosting a weeklong celebration of his life and witness.
Known as “Francis Week”, the celebration was packed with
different ways for Duke Students to reflect on the example and
life of St. Francis and discover new ways to approach their
relationship with Christ.
For many students, like Luke Duchemin ’18, the time at the end
of the week for personal reflection was the most valuable part of
Francis Week.
“Part of the witness of St. Francis is the importance of
de-connecting from the world in order to reconnect with God,
the one source of it all,” said Duchemin. “Francis’ words,
‘My God and my all,’ really resonated with me and helped me
to look back at the week and reflect on Christ’s presence at
work in everything I did.”
Whether students needed a reminder to disconnect from the
busyness of the world, a prompt to reach out in gratitude to
loved ones, or a call to fall foolishly in love with Jesus, the
Francis Week celebrations offered something for every type of
Duke Student. It was a week full of Franciscan spirit and the
DCC is looking forward to doing it again next year!
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Fr. Andy, who lives with the Duke friars and serves as pastor at a local
Durham parish, and Fr. Mike serve dinner to Sandy Kendall ’20 at the
Falcone-Arena House at Tuesday Night Dinner.

A
WEEK
OF
FRANCISCAN WITNESS
Sunday
As St. Francis is a powerful witness of faith to us, every student
was given a blank card and stamped envelope to be sent to
someone important to his or her faith journey.

Monday
Father Russ Governale, OFM Conv., the Vocations Director for the
Conventual Franciscans, hosted a lunch with students where he
talked about his personal experience as Franciscan and his
relationship with St. Francis.

Tuesday
After a Francis-themed Tuesday Night Dinner featuring
homemade Italian cuisine, Catholic students and staff gathered
to celebrate the Transitus, an ancient Franciscan prayer service
commemorating Francis’s death.

Wednesday
For the actual feast day of St. Francis (October 4th), a special
celebratory mass was held at noon in Duke Chapel and a
Holy Hour focused on understanding Franciscan spirituality
was held that evening.

Thursday
Friar Side Chats (the DCC’s very own podcast!) released a new
episode digging into the ways St. Francis’ life and teaching
continues to speak to us in the modern age.

Friday & Saturday
The DCC encouraged students to spend some time on their own
reflecting on the week and praying in thanksgiving for the big and
small ways Christ has been working in their lives.
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LECTURE SERIES

Image &
Likeness
A Night at the Nasher

T

here are many ways to venerate the Lord – prayer,
hymns, service, and all the other ways Catholics live
out our faith – but one often forgotten in the modern
day is the worship of God through art.
In recognition of this fact, the latest installment of the Duke
Catholic Center Lecture Series featured Sarah Schroth,
Director of the Nasher Museum of Art, and Fr. Mike Martin,
Director of the DCC, taking a closer look at six famous pieces
from the Carlo Dolci collection at the Nasher. Sarah spoke
to the history and technique of each piece, while Fr. Mike
explained how each piece could help inform our faith, read a
relevant scriptural passage, and led a prayer for each piece.

Fr. Mike presenting on the Dolci exhibit.
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LECTURE SERIES
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Fr. Mike presenting on the Dolci exhibit with Director of Nasher
Museum Sarah Schroth.

Students like Michael Figueiras
’18 loved the dual intellectual
and spiritual nature of the
evening.
“I knew I would want to attend
the Lecture Series event at the
Nasher because it merged the
academic subject of art with
the religious practice of prayer,”
said Michael. “It was also
awesome to hear an academic
and theological perspective on
how Dolci depicted great focal
points of our faith.”
While every painting had its
own fascinating aspects and
moving moments, Fr. Mike’s
analysis of St. Francis Praying
was perhaps one of the most
compelling. He pointed out
that every detail – from the
red marks on Francis’s hands
(a reference to Francis’s
stigmata) to the shape of the building in the background
(meant to evoke the San Damiano church at which Francis
prayed before the crucifix) – had a strong spiritual significance
meant to draw beholders closer to Christ.
It was a powerful and eye-opening experience for all who attended.

FALL 2017

Maria Luisa Frasson Nori ’18, Student Director of the DCC Lecture
Series, and Mike Figueiras ’18.

“Often times, I associate ‘worship’ specifically with musical
worship,” said Arthur Wu ’19.
“The Dolci exhibit really
broadened my perspective on
how creating and appreciating
art can also be a form of worship!
It was pretty incredible to
experience the intimacy of the
Lord through art.”
This installment of the lecture
series was one of the most
popular yet, an exciting
indication of the increasing
popularity of the series.
Through collaborations like
the Nasher event, high profile
speakers, and topics that engage
students where they are, the
DCC Lecture Series is steadily
becoming a fixture in the ways
that students seek to grow in
their faith on Duke’s campus.
This event was picked up by the national reporter Yonat Shimron
in an article titled, “What came after: The Counter-Reformation
art of Carlo Dolci.”
Read the full article at http://religionnews.com/2017/10/30/
what-came-after-the-counter-reformation-art-of-carlo-dolci/
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N E W TA B E R N A C L E

A New Presence
at the Heart of Campus
FROM DREAM TO REALIT Y

Completed in

1932, the Duke
Chapel went 85
years without a
designated home
for the Blessed
Sacrament.
All of that changed
this summer, and
Catholic students
(and faculty!) at
Duke could not be
more excited.

C O N T I N U E D O N T H E N E X T PAG E
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N E W TA B E R N A C L E
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Through the multi-year efforts of Duke Catholic Center
Director Fr. Mike, the generosity of Rick Jones T’73, P’05,
P’08, P’09 and Patty Jones N’74, P’05, P’08, P’09, and the
collaboration of Duke Administrators, a tabernacle has been
installed in the historic and iconic Duke Chapel. Installed
on August 17th and officially dedicated at a special service in
September, the tabernacle is the latest example of the Catholic
Church’s growing presence on campus.
While the Eucharist has long been available on campus, it was
most often reserved in the DCC offices in a small, two-person
“closet-turned-chapel.” The DCC had been in conversation
with Duke administrators seeking a place
that would be more suitable for students
and campus visitors to stop by in prayer.
It was clear that the Blessed Sacrament
needed a new home, and the Duke
Chapel seemed like a perfect fit due to
its central location, its beauty, and its
symbolic and spiritual importance on
campus.
With the support and collaboration of
Luke Powery and Christy Lohr Sapp, the
Dean of Duke Chapel and the Associate
Dean for Religious Life respectively, the
dream of reserving the Eucharist in Duke
Chapel began to transform into reality.
For Fr. Mike, it was a powerful moment.
“It was a comfort to realize what is
so precious in our faith tradition is
acknowledged by the university as a
whole,” said Fr. Mike. “I am incredibly
grateful to Luke and Christy, in
particular, for their gracious support
of this tabernacle, which means a great
deal to so many on campus.”

While the tabernacle is gorgeous, its symbolic impact is equally
amazing. It is a clear, tangible step in the progression of Catholic
life on campus – a progression that has included rising numbers
of Catholics at Duke, new office space in the heart of campus,
and a growing staff at the DCC. It is a
powerful presence for all on campus.

“Simply being
able to drop by the
Chapel any time of
the day to bring to
God my joys and
gratefulness,
my anxieties and
worries, has been
such a blessing.”

“The tabernacle is a witness that has
value to all of Duke,” said Fr. Mike.
“A reminder to us that God is in our
very midst.”
Nevertheless, the fundamental blessing
of the new tabernacle is the opportunity
for worship it opens up for Duke
Catholic students and faculty. For some
students it has greatly enhanced their
daily prayer.
“Simply being able to drop by the
Chapel any time of the day to bring
to God my joys and gratefulness, my
anxieties and worries, has been such a
blessing,” said Joseph Tan ’19. “Not only
that, but Duke Chapel has begun to
feel more homey and more like a prayer
space that I belonged in.”

Having a manifestation of God’s love
at the heart of Duke’s campus is an
incredible blessing for all Duke
Catholics. Its location in Memorial
Chapel draws a direct line from the
Duke family’s original vision of
welcoming people of all kinds to the University’s modern-day
efforts to include all creeds – Catholics included.

– Joseph Tan ’19

Once approved, Fr. Mike began working
with campus architects to design the
tabernacle – a surprisingly challenging task. As it would be
located in Memorial Chapel, the section of Duke Chapel
dedicated to the Duke family, the tabernacle was required to
echo the muted wooden design of the space.
Fortunately, Rick and Patty Jones – whom Fr. Mike characterizes
as “tremendous supporters of Catholic life on campus” – stepped
in to provide the funding necessary to create a beautiful,
custom-designed tabernacle. Thanks to their generosity, it is
now almost impossible to tell that the tabernacle has not been
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hanging in the chapel for almost a century, let alone that it
was installed just three months ago! A big thanks also to
Nick Strange, award winning and nationally recognized wood
craftsman of The Century Guild, who designed and built the
tabernacle. Strange was also the craftsman who restored the
wood in the Chapel during the year Duke Chapel underwent
renovation.

The DCC is proud to see the Catholic tradition included in
a space like the Chapel and is thankful to everyone who
contributed to the tabernacle’s installation, particularly Rick
and Patty Jones.
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FALL AWAKENING

Mia Carlson ’20 (left), Raissa Yang ’18 (right) with Leah Vail (middle),
Elon University Catholic Student. Staff and students from
Elon Campus ministry attended Duke’s Awakening retreat to learn
how to start this retreat at their school.

Josie Griffiths ’18 receives support from his
classmates before giving the retreat talk on the
Mystical Body of Christ.

Emilia Grzesiak ’20, Arthur Wu ’19,
Catherine Farmer ’18

(top row left to right) Joshua Chin ’21, Sophia Mascarena ’21,
Luis Antillon ’21, Will Smith ’21, Salvador Chavero Arellano ’21,
(bottom row left to right) Alina Perez ’21, Juliana Arbelaez ’21,
Elizabeth Bartusiak ’21

Tricia McCarthy, Elon Catholic Student Center
Coordinator for Faith Formation, and Salvador
Chavero Arellano ’21
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NEW OFFICE AND
LOUNGE OPEN HOUSE

Stay tuned to our next issue to learn more about the new
Duke Catholic Center offices in the Flowers Building on Duke’s West campus!
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Emilia Grzesiak ’2
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FAMILY WEEKEND

Michelle Krogius ’19, Carine Torres ’18, Collette Torres ’18,
Katie Cassidy ’20, Maria Luisa Frasson Nori ’18
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Director Fr. Mike Martin, OFM Conv. with visiting
family
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A REFLECTION FROM FRESHMAN ANDREW ELCOCK

Finding Community at Dinner
N O S U C H T H I N G A S A L AT E S TA R T

David and Karen Cutcliffe sponsored these “Duke Football” t-shirts that had the DCC logo on the back for Catholic Students.
The t-shirts were passed out to students during Tuesday Night Dinner.

I first found my way over to the Falcone-Arena House at 6:30
p.m. on October 17th, the eighth Tuesday of the semester. I was
on my way to Tuesday Night Dinner, and I was nervous about
a bunch of things: that I wouldn’t know anyone, that people
would judge me for showing up so late into the semester, and that
(perhaps most importantly to my Marketplace-fed self) the food
wouldn’t be good.
Yet, when I entered the kitchen, Emma Miller – the person
who had invited me to Tuesday Night Dinner in the first place
– gave me a warm welcome and an even warmer grilled cheese
before sitting me down at a table full of laughing people. The
sandwich was delicious (check one worry off the list), everyone
was happy to introduce themselves (check another one off), and
no one noticed, let alone minded, that I was coming for the first
time so late in the year (three for three).
One piece of advice that I have received several times is that,
in college, you have to work to maintain your relationships or
else they will slip away. I attended a Catholic high school, where
I was surrounded by my faith, whether I was looking for it or not.
Duke is... different, that’s for sure. At Duke, if you want to stay
involved in your faith, you have to put in your own effort.
For me, Tuesday Night Dinner is like grabbing dinner with a
friend to catch up: it’s an opportunity for me to refocus myself on
my faith life while re-engaging with the Catholic community at
Duke.
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Tuesday Night Dinner on the deck of the Falcone-Arena House

Spending time talking about my Catholic high school with a
graduate student (who also happened to be a Jesuit priest),
laughing at the quirks of East Campus living with a fellow
freshman, and discussing study strategies with upperclassmen
made for a great evening. But, more importantly, it was also a
reminder to me of God’s love working through others. I had just
met these people, and they were already joking with me, giving
me advice, and treating me like an old friend.
Tuesday Night Dinners have helped me engage the spiritual
community I had lacked since getting to Duke, and where
originally I was worried about starting too late, now I am simply
thankful that I found this wonderful group of people at all.
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